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Dear Joint Bomi Chaiiiiiun Tate 

I wnte ro relay the Xaviijo Nation's opposition to the proposed cap on the LJSF. First ofall. 
the Nak-ajo Nation thanks yuu and the members of  the Federal State Joint Board on 
Univerval Services fLor guiding the dzvelopincnt of telecommunication semiccs. Your 
commitment has been cxtrcniely important to tliil economic: sustainability of rural America 
and Indian Crwntry. 

The gro\vth of the Navajo N ~ t i o i i  depends on {he wireless telecommunication seiyicss 
provided by thc various telecommunication carriers. A cap on wireless technology 
deployment will impact the tribe in a negative way. The 27,000 square miles of h'avajo 
Nation lands cannot. in thc ncar future, be hardwired to accommodate the growth of its 
communities. Our schools need \virrless distance learning capabilities. our hospitals need 
telchealth capabilities. the safety of our coniinunitics requires E91 1 capabilities. the 
sustainabbilit)- of ou r  ccunomic and mmmunity dcvclqments need geographical infomation 
systems, and \ve nce.d to maintain an E-government environment to cnnsistcntly keep up 
\vith the growth of our people. Therefore. wireless technology must be implentented 
n.ithout restrictions. 

We currently have limited WiFi systems, two-way satellite systems, point to point 
microwave systems. and p i n t  to multi-point communications systems to assist in our 
current growth. A majurity of these systems were developed and sustained with the Federal 
Universal Sewice Fund. 'I'lic Navajo Nation has moved to a wireless system bccause of the 
lengthy process of oh?diiiing rights of ways oil federally restricted lands. The developmcnt 
of'\virsless technology has provided us the ability i o  overcome the bureaucracy in ohrainins 
ri&ts of way and begin tu provide viial services to our people. 

mcntionetl. a cap on tlic financial resourccs uscd to enhance the wireless infrastructure 
\ \ i l l  sci~crely impact the Navajo Nation i n  many bvayz. The lncunibent Local Exchange 
c'm-krs for the Navajo Nation a n  hanipcrccl by rile ability to acquire new righls-of-\say and 
therefore can riot expand to mcct the needs of Navajo ccornniunities. Although. this could be 
a pmhlem. it can be ovcrconie if thelocal ILECs seek a change. Placing a cap 011 lhe 
lVll .deSS proi.iders s ' i l l  limit competition. which in turn \vi11 affect the efforts of the 1LECs 
(11 expand its te~ecr~inmuiiiii~tion intiastructurc on the Navajo Nation. We urge tliilt you 
reconsider thc usi' d : t - cap  to :iddrel;s the situation at hand. beciiuss we have first h ~ i d  
csperience that t c w ~ p x i r ! .  actions can hezonie I o n ~  tcnii pilniimznt policies. 
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Instead. we ask for better accountability from conlpetiiive ETCs on how funds are utilized 
for the build-out of advanced services in rural regions. 

In conclusion. we urge you to reconsider the need to implement an interim cap and that 
you explore other ways of controlling fund growth without impeding the source of 
investment in  our rural infrastructure that the Navajo Nation so desperately needs. 

Sincerely. 

Navaio Nation Telecommunication 

Re&ton Commission 
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Cc Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner hlichael J. Copps 
Commissioner Lisa Polak Edgar 
Goinmissioner Larry S .  Landis 
Conmissioner John D. Blake 
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CbairmanKevin J. Martin 
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Re: Proposed Cap on universal service support 

Dear Chairman Martin: 

As you know, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service has 
recommended that the Federd Communications Comrnkaion adopt an interim 
cap on high-cost universal senice support for competitive eligible 
telecommunicatiom carriers. As the Commission considers thii proposed cap, I 
urge you to proceed cautiously to  e m  that rural residents in need of expanded 
access to Wireless communications are not advemly affected. 

One of the important goals of Univexsal Service, as mandated by the 1996 
Act, is to increase access to advanced telecommunjcationS seMces to rural 
consumers at rates comparable to those paid in urban areas. This goal 
particularly important for Kentucky where many citizens still &de in rural areas 
with limited access to stateof-the art wireless and broadband s e M a .  
Expanding access to high quality and affordable wireless technology is essential 
t o  the economic development of our rural areas, ES well as safety and mobility of 
rural residents. Without necessary resources for the expansion and upgrade of 
rural wireless networks, rural consumes will not be able to enjoy these benefits 
at the level they deserve. 
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While curbing the rapid growth of the Universal Service fund in order to 
reduce casts to customers is a legitimate goal, 1 am concerned that accomplishing 
tbis goal through the proposed cap may unfairly burden rural residents. Any cap 
on universal service support to particular carriers must be carefully evaluated for 
its impact on mral areas of the country still waiting to enjoy the level of advanced 
telemmmunications now taken for granted by rnosthuaricans. I also urge you to  
take an approach to addressing the mpid growth of the fund which is fair and 
equitable to all telecommunications providers without regard to the underlying 
technology. I Miwe that you will be able to identie proposals which are both 
competitively neutral and promote the continued expansion and improvement of 
much needed services in rural areas. 

Please contact my office if you have any questions abut this matter. 

Sincerely, 
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